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Alaska's Businesses Need 

COVID-19 Liability 
Protection Now

As Alaskans work to revive the state’s economy after the economic 
downturn due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it is imperative that the 
government do its job of protecting the right of Alaskans to do business. 
One way to do this is by implementing business liability protection.   

During the pandemic, government mandates and public health guidelines 
have helped customers and employees know what safety precautions and 
cleaning procedures businesses should take to protect them from 
COVID-19. But so far, Alaska businesses have been left in the dark as to 
how they will be protected from unexpected and expensive lawsuits from 
customers. COVID business liability protection would shield businesses 
that have taken appropriate precautions to avoid spreading coronavirus 
from being wrongfully sued by a customer for exposure.1  

If business owners take reasonable safety precautions by following 
available public health guidelines, they shouldn’t have to work under the 
threat of virus-related litigation. In fact, polling from May 2020 tells us that 
44 percent of Alaska’s businesses face long-term negative impacts due to 
the economic shutdown.2 Those numbers have most likely increased as the 
pandemic has dragged on. In order to recover, the last thing Alaska 
businesses need is to be financially burdened by lawsuits, despite taking 
steps to avoid spreading coronavirus.

Alaska should take action right away to protect our economy, jobs, 
businesses, and business owners by implementing a statewide COVID 
business liability protection policy. COVID business liability protection is a 
key step in restarting our state’s economy.3
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Other states across the country (at least 
sixteen) have already taken steps to protect 
their businesses since the pandemic began in 
early 2020, all the way from Utah to Michigan.4  
To protect the state’s economy and its 
businesses,  Alaska should  consider  doing the 

same. Alaska businesses need assurance that 
if they employ the right measures, they will be 
held harmless from further damage due to the 
pandemic, and that they are free to do business 
once again.
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